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“What If There Were No Black People?” 

Note Sheet 

Directions:  Read the story, and complete the questions below, based on the information in the story. 
Fact Finding: 

1. Who invented the iron?  _________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who invented the shoe lasting machine? ____________________________________________________ 

3. What did Lydia O. Newman invent? ________________________________________________________ 

4. Who invented many hair care products? ____________________________________________________ 

5. What did George T. Samon invent? _________________________________________________________ 

6. What did John Love invent?  ______________________________________________________________ 

7. Who invented the fountain pen? ___________________________________________________________ 

8. Who invented the lawn mower? ___________________________________________________________ 

9. Who invented the traffic light? ____________________________________________________________ 

10. What did John Standard invent? ___________________________________________________________ 

11. Who invented the air conditioner? _________________________________________________________ 

12. What did Alexander Miles invent? _________________________________________________________ 

13. Who invented the filament for light bulbs? __________________________________________________ 

14. What Black scientist found a way to preserve and store blood? __________________________________ 

15. Who performed the first open heart surgery? ________________________________________________ 

Find two more inventions mentioned in the story, and fill out the chart below: 
What was the invention? Who invented it? 

A. A. 
B. B. 

 


